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The Fracking Debate

1. Introduction
2. What is Fracking?
3. Does Fracking Contaminate Water? 
4. Will Fracking Make Me Sick?
5. Does Fracking Cause Earthquakes?
6. Is There Any Regulation on Fracking?
7. Is Fracking Good or Bad for Climate Change?
8. Will Fracking Make the US Energy Independent?
9. Is Fracking Good for the Economy?
10. Will Fracking Spread Around the World?
11. Do People Living Near Fracking Love it Or Hate it?
12. What's Next?
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6Data source: U.S. EIA. Note: Shale production available only from 1/2007. 
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Data source: U.S. EIA. Note: Tight oil production only available from 1/2000.  

U.S. Crude Oil Production (million barrels per day)
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Other oil

“Tight” oil
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Map source: Drilling Info. Map shows all directionally and horizontally drilled wells. Data not available for Alaska. 8

Horizontal or    
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Marcellus Shale, 
Pennsylvania
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10Greene County, PA



11Washington County, PA



12Susquehanna County, PA



13Dimock Township, PA



Permian Basin,
Texas
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Andrews County, TX 15



Midland County, TX 16
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Seminole, TX
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Balmorhea, TX



Barrow, Alaska
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Barrow, AK 20



Thank You

Daniel Raimi
Senior Research Associate,

Resources for the Future
raimi@rff.org

Lecturer, 
Univ. of Michigan Ford School of Public Policy

Faculty Affiliate, 
Univ. of Michigan Energy Institute

Learn more
www.thefrackingdebate.com
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